The development of the Agrifood System Technologies and Innovation Outlook (ATIO) Knowledge Base marks a significant milestone in agrifood innovation and transformation. The FAO has the potential to provide a reliable and insightful platform for accurate data and innovations, benefiting researchers, businesses, institutions, and both the private and public sectors worldwide.
While the draft concept has been developed to a high standard with a strong knowledge base, I would like to offer a few suggestions at the country level to further enhance its effectiveness:
· Ensuring Data Accuracy: In developing countries, the reliability of primary data is critical. It should be collected, screened, and validated by a highly skilled and dedicated FAO team in each respective country. In many cases, data collection in these regions is based on assumptions rather than direct engagement with authentic sources and authorized individuals. Therefore, before analysis and interpretation, it is strongly recommended that data be gathered physically, thoroughly cleaned, and cross-verified with relevant sources.
· Incorporating All Relevant Data Sources: To ensure comprehensive and representative data collection, insights should be gathered from both the public and private sectors. This includes national statistics departments, ministries, universities, research institutes, regulatory authorities, companies, NGOs, industry associations, individual producers, farming communities, and international bodies. A multi-source approach will enhance the credibility and depth of the knowledge base.
· Publishing Quantitative Data on a Quarterly or Annual Basis: Providing country-specific data on a quarterly or annual basis would be highly beneficial for researchers and businesses that rely on regularly updated information for their analyses and decision-making.
These recommendations aim to strengthen the ATIO Knowledge Base’s accuracy, inclusivity, and practical relevance for global stakeholders.
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